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over mountain trails, and in that form fetched a
better price in the markets.

After the year 1755, when the Quaker method
of dealing with the Indians no longer prevailed,
the Scotch-Irish lived on the frontier in a contin-
ual state of savage warfare which lasted for the
next forty years. War, hunting the abundant
game, the deer, buffalo, and elk, and some agricul-
ture filled the measure of their days and years.
They paid little attention to the laws of the prov-
ince, which were difficult to enforce on the distant
frontier, and they administered a criminal code of
their own with whipping or "laced jacket," as
they called it, as a punishment. They were Jacks
of all trades, weaving their own cloth and making
nearly everything they needed. They were the
first people in America to develop the use of the
rifle, and they used it in the Back Country all the
way down into the Carolinas at a time when it
was seldom seen in the seaboard settlements. In
those days, rifles were largely manufactured in
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and there were several
famous gunsmiths in Philadelphia. Some of the
best of these old rifles have been preserved and
are really beautiful weapons, with delicate hair
triggers, gracefully curved stocks, and quaint brass